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Then and Now 

A while ago we invited members of Transfiguration’s “Little Family” (i.e., all the couples who were married here) to 

share some of their life experiences with us.  We were thrilled to receive so many responses, especially from couples 

married here in the 1940s and 1950s, but also from other decades, even the new century.   We quickly realized that we 

would have to devote more than one newsletter to our “alumni.”  We hope you enjoy this latest installment! 

 

September 26, 1943  Nancy and Sidney Dobish 

Sidney Dobish knew that Nancy D'Inzillo was 

the woman he wanted to marry, but she needed some 

convincing. 

Nancy and Sid had both grown up in New York 

City and were introduced by a mutual friend while in 

high school.  After a brief courtship, a smitten Sid 

proposed to Nancy, but she was not ready to accept.  Sid 

did what any heartbroken guy would do during war time:  

he enlisted in the Army. It wasn’t until he was on the 

battlefields of Italy that Nancy realized she was in love 

with him. 

They wed while Sid was on a furlough. Nancy 

especially remembers how beautiful the church was on 

her wedding day and how everyone was so nice to her.  

She wore a lovely peach suit, trimmed with ecru lace, that 

she purchased in the Furlough Bridal Shop at Sak’s Fifth 

Avenue.   

Sid free-lanced with ABC, first as an assistant 

cameraman with the Special Projects Division.  He then 

joined the staff as a cameraman with ABC-TV News.  He 

won Emmy Awards for his work on two documentaries: 

"I Leonardo da Vinci" in 1965 and ''American Held 

Hostage" in 1981.   

Sadly, Sid passed away on September 27, 1989, 

at the early age of 68.  Peter Jennings delivered a eulogy 

at his funeral, and also paid a special tribute to him on 

ABC-TV’s World News Tonight.   

Nancy recently celebrated her 92nd birthday. She 

lives in a nursing home in Greenwich, CT. 

Nancy and Sid have two children.  Their 

daughter Diane was born on July 14, 1946 (Bastille Day), 

and their son Douglas was born on December 7, 1947 

(Pearl Harbor Day).  Diane recalls that as a young girl 

when she looked at her parents' wedding photos, Nancy  

 

would proudly tell her daughter, “I was married 

at The Little Church Around the Corner.” 

 

March 31, 1951  Doris and Daniel Robinson 

In 1943, while both Doris and Daniel were at 

Morris High School in the South Bronx, Daniel was in 

the library searching for a book on microbes. Instead, he 

found Doris.  Their meeting was soon followed by ice 

cream and a walk home, and so began their long romance.   

Doris and Daniel dated for eight years.  During 

this time, they finished high school, and Doris began 

working for a stock brokerage firm.  Daniel spent a year 

in the Navy during World War II, and then attended the 

University of Maryland.  In 1950 he graduated from 

NYU with a degree in accounting and began a career in 

public accounting.   

When looking for a church for their wedding, the 

Little Church immediately came to mind.  As a little girl 



 

growing up in the neighborhood (her father had a butcher 

shop on 3rd Avenue and 21st Street), Doris knew of the 

Little Church and, though raised in a Roman Catholic 

family, had very fond memories of the beautiful church.   

Their wedding was a wonderful service that both 

remember with joy, although they had some concerns at 

the time.  Both the bride and groom feared a potentially 

explosive situation of bickering and questioning between 

Doris’s Roman Catholic family and Daniel’s mostly 

Jewish family.  However, not a negative word or a 

murmur was heard that day, either at the service or at 

their lovely reception at the 5th Avenue Hotel. 

Doris and Daniel have three children, Kenneth, 

David and Victoria, and now have five grandchildren. 

After living in several places around the suburbs of New 

York City, they chose to move to a retirement community 

in Redding, CT, where they continue to enjoy an active 

social life. 

They have only been back to the Little Church 

once in 1998 for the parish’s 150th anniversary, but they 

were quite impressed that day when they renewed their 

vows alongside Sam Waterston of Law & Order.   

April 14, 2007  Mirja and Ted Haffner 
           Mirja Spooner was about 18 years old when she 

first met Ted Haffner, a good friend of her older brother's.  

Over the next twelve years, they saw each other only 

three or four times.  However, Mirja often heard his name:  

her mother regularly compared Mirja's boyfriends to Ted, 

asking "Why couldn't she date someone like Teddy 

Haffner?" 

When Mirja's brother was married, Mirja's 

mother seated her next to Ted for both the rehearsal 

dinner and the wedding dinner.  "And you'd better be nice 

to him," she told Mirja.  "He's really a nice boy, if you'll 

only give him a chance."  Although they did not have 

much to say to each other at the rehearsal dinner, they 

started talking at the wedding dinner "and never really 

stopped." 

During their courtship, Mirja lived in New York 

City, where she worked in fundraising, while Ted was up 

in Ithaca, finishing up his master's degree in landscape 

architecture at Cornell.  On weekends, he would come 

down to visit her, and they would take walks around 

Manhattan.  Shortly after they got engaged, they walked 

by Transfiguration.  Something about the church just felt 

right:  they loved its charm and "special-ness."   

They were married by Bishop Andrew St. John, 

the current Rector of the church, and remember with 

gratitude his sense of humor and how he listened to them 

and supported them during their engagement.  They also 

invited the boys' choir to sing at their wedding service 

and note that this was a wonderful part of the ceremony.    

The Haffners currently live in Chicago with their 

two children:  Caillum (age 3½) and Henry (15 months).  

Ted works as a landscape architect and Mirja is a 

homemaker. They also volunteer for several arts 

organizations. Mirja and Ted were recently back in New 

York City for their 5
th
 anniversary. They visited Little 

Church and lit candles in the Bride's Chapel.     

 


